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Hurt BNSF worker
gets $1.7M verdict

By GREG TUTTLE
Of The Gazette Staff

A former engineer for BNSF Railway who was
injured when five coal cars slammed into a loco-
motive has been awarded $1.7 million in

The damages were awarded to Jeffrey R.
Smith by a Yellowstone County jury at the con-
clusion on Fhursday of a nine-day trial before
Judge Gregory Todd.

Smith su¢d BNSF in January 2006, claiming he
suffered career-ending injuries from two on-the-
pbmsshaps.’l‘b.e;urydek'beratedforabomﬁve
hours before returning with its verdict.

BNSF negRgence
The jury awarded Smith $1,761,222 after fingmg
- that BNSF's negligence caused Smith's injuries-on -
Jan. 19, 2005, when the brakes on five linked coal
cars failed at a rail yard near Gillette, Wyo. The
cars rolled down a side track and:slammed into
the locomotive where Smith was working.
Smith’s attorney, Fred Bremseth, said his
client suffered serious back and.neck iniurla
that ended his 26-year career. Smith, who lives in
le!ette.wasiZyearsnldatthetimeoftheacci~
dent, Bremseth said.
'Ihe;uryre;ectedclmmsbySmnhthathesuf-
fered damages from a less serious work-related
injury in 2003, or that he suffered medical prob-
lemsassodatedmtherepeuuvestreasothSiob.
Bremseth, whose office is in Wayzata, Minn,, sald
Friday he believes the verdict s the largest amount
awarded by a Montana jury in a personabinjury
case against a ralroad company.

Other cases

In August 2005, a Yellowstone County jury
awarded another BNSF employee $1.5 million in
damages for injuries caused by a defective
handrail. And in March 2005, a Yellowstone
County jury awarded $ million to a BNSF
employee who had been injured in a head-on
coliision between two coal trains.

Michelle Friend, a Billings attorney who repre-
sented BNSF at Smith's trial, did not return a mes-
sage seeking comment Fddwlmtbefomdwtdal
began, BNSF admitted liability for the incident.

Smith filed the lawsuit under the Federal
Employers’ Liability Act.



